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AnglerCreelCensusReports
     
Nowthisyear’sanglingseasoniscomingtoaclose,
NewBrunswickWildlifeFederationPresidentCharles
LeBlancurgesallanglerstocompletetheircreelcensus
reportsfor2016.
 
Mr.LeBlancsaid“Thesereportsareveryimportantfor
themanagementofourfisheries.Withoutgooddataitis
difficulttomanageourresources.”Healsonotedthe
NewBrunswickershavebeenhistoricallypoorreporters,
andbiologistshavetorelyonoldnumbersintheir
attempttoputmanagementplansinplace.Good
informationfromthecreelcensusesisimportantsoour
fishpopulationscanbewellmanaged.
 
ThewebsitesfortheDepartmentofEnergyand
ResourceDevelopmentcreelcensussitesare:
         English-http://dnr-mrn.gnb.ca/AnglingRecord/?lang=e



              French- http://dnr-
mrn.gnb.ca/AnglingRecord/Default.aspx
              Youranglinglicensenumberandemailaddresswillbe
requiredtoreportthere.
 

ThewebsitesfortheFederalDepartmentofFisheries
stripedbasscreelsurveyare:
         English-http://www.inter.dfo-
mpo.gc.ca/Gulf/FAM/Recreational-Fisheries/Creel-Census

         French-http://www.inter.dfo-
mpo.gc.ca/Golfe/GPA/Peches-recreatives/Releve-Prise
 

FredWheaton,longtimeChairoftheFederation’s
FisheriesCommittee,said“Itisparticularlyimportant
thatanglersreporttheiranglingactivitesforstripedbass
astheywereonaseriousdeclinesome30yearsago.
NBWFworkedveryhardwithDFOtostopthisdecline
andthisresultedinthecurrenthighpopulationsthatwe
arenowseeing.”Mr.Wheatonalsosaidthatwhilesome
aresayingstripedbassareimpactingonsalmonsmolt,
thatisnotborneoutbyscientificstudiestodate.
Stomachcontentanalysesofbassneartheirspawning
areashavebeendoneforthreeyearsandshowthe
stomachsarealmostallempty,withthosethatarenot,
havingfewsmoltinthem.Healsonoteditmaybethat
moresciencehastobedone,particulatlyfurtherdown
theMiramichiestuaryneartheGulfofSt.Lawrence.To
datewecannotblamestripedbassforthedeclineof
salmon.“Itishighseasmortality,notstripedbassor
anglers,thatisthecauseoflowsalmonpopulations”he
said.



 
Mr.Wheatonalsourgesanglerstocompletetheonline
creelcensusreports.Thatinformationiscriticalto
resourcemanagershesaid.
 
PresidentLeBlancalsopointedoutthatwhileresident
salmonlicensenumbersareslightlyupfrom2015,they
arewellbelowhistoricalaveragesofsome20,000per
year.Henotedregularsalmonandlivereleaselicense
thisyearwere9,716totheendofAugust,comparedto
8,620for2015.Healsonotedtheriversarevoidof
anglers.Residentanglersarestayingawayfromthe
river,bothbecauseofthelowwarmwater,few
returningsalmonandthemandatoryreleaseofall
salmonincludinggrilse(smallsalmon).Hesaidwhile
theFederationsupportsthehookandreleaseconcept,
wealsobelieveinthewiseuseofournaturalresources.
Thatisparticularlysoforgrilsethataremostlymaleand
donotcontributeeggsforspawning.Wehavetakenthe
positionthat weshouldreturntothe2014regulations
andthatanglersshouldhavethepersonaloptionof
retaininggrilseontheMainSouthwestMiramichiand
theRestigouchewherewebelievepopulationswarrant
thismeasure.
 

TheNewBrunswickWildlifeFederationhasbeen
representingoutdoorspeoplefromaroundtheprovince
since1924.
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