
FORIMMEDIATERELEASE

CSBC&NBWFTeamUpToKeepNewBrunswickAnglers
SafeontheWater

June28,2016--Moncton,NB--July2nd–10thmarksNationalFishingWeekinCanada.TheCanadian
SafeBoatingCouncil(CSBC)andtheNewBrunswickWildlifeFederation(NBWF)wanttoremindanglers
thatwearingyourlifejacketisevenmoreimportantthanwearingyour‘luckyfishinghat’.Buttheydo
shareonetrait.Theybothhavetobeworntobeeffective!

AccordingtotheCanadianSafeBoatingCouncilandtheLifesavingSociety,80percentofrecreational
boaterswhodrowneachandeveryyearinCanadawerenotwearingalifejacketorPersonalFloatation
Device(PFD).Mostofthesedrowningsoccurinsmall,openpowerboats,accountingfor60percentof
thesepreventabledeaths.Amajorityofthesevictimsweremalesbetweentheagesof19and35,outfor
adayoffishing.

Manyofthosewhodon’tweartheirlifejacketsorPFDsbelievethat,sincetheyaregoodswimmers,
havingthemonboardandwithineasyreachisgoodenough.Butalifejacketstoredunderaseatorupin
thebowwillbeofnohelpwhentheunexpectedhappens,likefallingoverboardwhiletryingtonetthe
catch.

“NationalsurveysclearlyshowthatmorethanhalftherecreationalboatssoldinCanadaareusedfor
fishingonaregularbasis,”saysJohnGullick,ChairoftheCanadianSafeBoatingCouncil.“During
NationalFishingWeek,theCanadianSafeBoatingCouncilwouldliketoremindallanglersnotonlyto
havetheirlifejacketonboardtheirboat,buttowearitasiftheirlifedependedonit-becauseitjustmight!”

Manyoftoday’sanglersaredelightedwiththemodelsthataredesignedespeciallytosuittheirneeds.
They’rerugged,allowforfullfreedomofmovementtocastandareconstructedwithlotsofpocketsfor
gear.Someevencomeequippedwithanattachmentfromwhichtohangalandingnet.Whenchoosing
theirlifejacket,anglersshouldalsocheckthelabeltomakesureitisTransportCanadaapproved,isthe
correctsizeandfitssnugly.

“Pleasepracticesafetyfirstwhenonornearthewaterwearyourlifejackets”saysCharlieLeBlanc
presidentoftheNewBrunswickWildlifeFederation.Makesureeveryoneiswearingalifejacketatall
timeswhenboating.

FishingisapartofourCanadianfabricandanactivitythat’seasytogethookedon.Atthisimportanttime
ofyear,theCSBCandNBWFareaskingthosewhofishto‘GetHookedonLifejackets’too.

ThisinitiativeismadepossiblethroughsupportofTransportCanada’sOfficeofBoatingSafety.

Fora30-secondtelevision&radioPSAsalongwithBRollrelatingtoimpairedboating,visitwww.csbc.ca
under“CSBCSafetyCampaigns”.
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